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to preserve Dlpankara's feet from being defiled. On the
road by which this Buddha was proceeding to the capital
on this memorable occasion were several dirty muddy
places which the people were trying to make clean. The
brahmin student, at his own request, was allowed to put
right a hollow in the road made by running water. Un-
able to fill up this muddy gap on the approach of the
Buddha, he spread out in it his deerskin mantle, and then
lay down prostrate with his long hair spread out for the
Buddha to step on. Though the world had passed away
and been renewed since the time of Dlpankara and Megha
(or Sumati) yet the depression in the road remained visible,
being renewed with the renewal of the world. Close to
the spot was a small tope of great antiquity, the successor
of the original wooden stake, and not far from it was a
very magnificent tope built by king Asoka.

This myth of the P'usa and the Dlpankara Buddha
seems to be very unbuddhistical, and its origin should
perhaps be sought outside of religion. "We remember that
one of G-otama's royal ancestors was a king Dlpankara
who with "his sons and grandsons also twelve royal princes
governed their great kingdom in Takkasila best of towns."1
A picture of this king, with a conquered chief prostrate
before him, may have suggested the story. Such a picture
may be seen in Plate VII fig. 5 of the "Ariana Antiqua."
Compare with this the illustration of Dlpankara and the
P'usa in Burgess's "Buddhist Cave Temples" p. 66. Here
the Buddha does not tread on the hair of the prostrate
devotee at his side. The story is explained by some as
originally an allegory to express Gautama's resolve to
undergo all things in this world of impurities in order to
obtain perfect wisdom and teach the way thereof to mortal
creatures. A simpler theory is that the brahmin student
laid down his deer-skin mantle and his hair before the
Buddha to declare to the latter the student's resolve to
give up Brahminism and become a professed Buddhist.

i Dlpavamsa p. 131.